In the selection of cases, age of patient, severity of signs and symptoms were the factors considered most important. The majority of patients belonged to the 30 50 age group and those over 60 years of age were not accepted. Asymptomatic patients and those suffering from primary renal hypertension were not thought suitable for inclusion. The classification of cases was similar to that adopted by Morrison (1953) Keith (1939) . Distribution of the 17 cases (14 female, 3 male) is shown in Table I ; and for comparison the classification used by Smithwick (1951) is also given. ir,4 If one accepts a 20 per cent, or more reduction in systolic pressure as a measure of satisfactory response, it will be seen from Table o that for benign hypertension, 13 inpatients were successful but after 3 months as outpatients, only 7 maintained this standard. Of 9 patients who completed at least 2 years' therapy, 6 fulfilled the criterion. In contrast, the effect on diastolic pressure is poor, only 8 of 14 cases achieving a 20 per cent, or more reduction while still in hospital. As regards malignant hypertension 2 patients successfully reached the systolic and diastolic standard before and after leaving hospital for 6 months and 2 years respectively. Most authors confirm that it is more difficult to achieve results as satisfactory as those obtained in hospital, when outpatient conditions prevail. This is to be expected and is due to two main factors. 
